English dialog list
THE VILLAGE THAT GREW FROM THE EARTH
- Can we start?

- Just a second.
My name is Andrej Lovrenčec.

I’m 22 years old, from Bukovnica.
an ARTLAB production
I’m Samo Avguštin

from Gornja Radgona…

MOZAIK

Association for Social Integration
I’m Franc Pörš. I come

from Radovci, that’s near Grad.
in cooperation with TV AS
I’m Bence Jože,

I come from Čepinci.

And we then started this

concept of de-marginalisation.
So how do we start something

fundamental with these people?

These are mostly people

who were diagnosed, assessed
by the Institute for Rehabilitation
and given some kind of status:

disabled, vulnerable,
disadvantaged in the labour market,

elderly, rural population,

road traffic victims,

treated persons, addicts,

they all somehow come to us.
I’ve been off alcohol for 16 years.
I’ve had no schooling.

I can’t work in my profession anymore.

I have a third-degree disability.
Six years ago I had a hip replaced.
- If I didn’t work at Mozaik, 
how would I live? - At home.
It’s hard to get a job as a deaf
person. Everyone rejects you.
It’s good to be here

because you learn something,

and you’re not in one place

all the time. 

It’s interesting.
THE VILLAGE THAT GREW FROM THE EARTH
We do different things:

we build antique houses,

we dry apples, elder
and nettles too…
Work in the fields,

almost all there is.
The other day we made a fence.
They say we’ll keep goats, rabbits,

chickens and I don’t know what all.
We laugh almost every day,

there’s no problem in this respect.
Often that makes
for a very interesting day.
- Do you feel all right being here?
- Here? Yes.

I agreed to work here because
it’s not far and we get along well.
We help each other.

We do quarrel a little sometimes,

but otherwise everything’s fine.
We fool around and tell jokes. 

Well, not me,
the others are better at this.
I’ve been on this farm

in Šalovci for a month now.

It’s the best of all the places

I’ve been so far.

Before, I worked for a metal 

contractor. I made gutters and similar.
I stayed there

for three and a half years.
I was sent to Mozaik

from the Institute for Rehabilitation.
In Poljčane. We built a cimprana hiša
(a mud-plastered house) there as well.

There were four of us. One Jože,

one Polde and one Pištek.

This is what they said:

‘If you go, Franci, we’ll go too.’

I copped out, I didn’t want to go.
But I did agree in the end.
And then the other boys said:
‘If Franci goes, I’ll go too.’
And that’s how it is.
I’ve worked in many places already,

in Hodoš, Murska Sobota, Poljčane…
Though I didn’t know any of the boys,

they immediately started to show me

what to do and how.

They helped me, so I have to say this is

a very good group of people up here.
Coffee, that’s a must,

and a smoke or two.

Then we divide work, decide

where we’ll work and what.

At around ten o’clock

we take a lunch break,

and at two our working day

slowly comes to an end.
At the Institute for Economics
and Urbanism in Murska Sobota
we carried out research on the economic

restructuring of the Pomurje region.

After I was done there,

I went to a farm.

At the farm I worked a little,
and then we founded Mikrokozmos.

Mikrokozmos was a company

producing organic food.

We were virtually the first to grow

organic at that time in Slovenia.

Mikrokozmos was active until ’94, ’95.

We were riding the wave of transition,

this great enthusiasm of the Slovenian

nation for going organic

and I don’t know what else. Anyway,

the wave lasted only until ’92, ’93.
At the same time, working

at the Institute for rehabilitation,

I, in addition to other duties,
developed parallel systems:

first a living community,

which still exists in Lemerje,

followed by a homeless centre,
and supported employment, which was
already part of the institute’s concept.

And that’s when ideas sprang up,
we started to work on various projects,

mostly with Goran Miloševič
as the project writer.
We again proclaimed that it’s not
the individual who comes first,

but that the community

needs to be developed as a whole.
What did you do before you came

to Mozaik? Where were you?

- At home. - At home?

I’ve been here

at Mozaik since 2003.

Mozaik tries to bring together

experts in social work,
people dealing with social, economic

and development issues

at the, let’s say,
political-economic level,
and marginalized social groups.
If you’re satisfied with this work,

not avoiding it and so on,
then it’s nice.

Mozaik can give you very,

very much. Very much indeed.
We try to process whatever
grows here on the Pannonian Plain.

From apples we make juice, vinegar,

and we dry them.

- We bake bread, make pasta, bake

prekmurska gibanica. - Also? - Yes.
Sunflowers, pumpkins, rape.
We cold-press oil.

We grow vegetables,

and preserve them.

We pickle cucumbers and peppers.

We try to finalize everything as much

as possible and put it on the market.
What do you like to avoid,

which type of work?
- Come on, tell me.
- I’m sure I could think of something.
I’m fine with it.
I do everything they explain to me.
If I don’t know how, I don’t do it.
Nothing bothers me. It’s good to go
and help the others if necessary.
This doesn’t bother me. Not at all.
You just need to have

a will to work, that’s it.
If you have no will to work,

you won’t have anything.
I’m Aleksander Saša Ostan,

an architect by profession.

I was contacted in the phase

when someone was needed
to help conceive, design, develop

this so-called “Pannonian village”.
 “Pannonian village” is the working title

for a spatial phenomenon, so to speak.
It’s a kind of stage production
for everyone who is prepared

to make sacrifices

in order to find themselves.
It still incorporates quite

many thoughts and ideas

which have to be further developed…
The village itself is to be located
beside the village of Noršinci,

i.e. within the village, on its edge.
It’s a separate, autonomous part

supplementing the original village.
It is to become alive, lively,

at least this is what I imagine,

and I think it would be really nice

that way: with a public space,

a street, a little circus, with houses
forming a common space, a focal point,

from where you’ll be able to turn to
the first, second, third house, garden,

look at what’s going on, some little

museum here, what’s cooking there,

what’s being done in this back garden,

an educational path e.g. leading you

to the forest to see some natural and

cultural phenomena then back again

to the hamlet, where work is already

under way in different places.
This of course involves

all the activities, traditional ones, 

that once existed in this area:

working with old materials, clay, straw,

wood, with elements of Slavic culture
as well as other cultures

that coexisted here at some point.

We can basically cover anything

from prehistory to recent periods.

So visitors really come to see things

they cannot see anywhere else,

come to know a time that was once

here, the past i.e., but, also, to see
what from this past, the sometimes
archaic models, is still useful,
what is still interesting today, not

necessarily to be directly transferred,
but rather taken as a principle,

and then transformed and integrated

into our way of existence.

If there’s a will,
the right vision, a clear goal,
the way to make it happen is easier.
All working together, i.e.,
it’s a process of the community,

not some individual.
I think we’ll accomplish this, so

any problem can then be overcome.
This matter has to be taken

most seriously,

we need to employ craftsmen
who are skilled at what they do,
and our people will help.

I try to think about our position, our

history, our situation in this place.

At the same time I show

marginalized social groups

that there is a solution,

that something is happening.

I encourage them to listen, 

to look at these changes, 

see what they bring,

and adapt to them.
Kavaš, the boss, has his jokes.

When you get to know him,

you come to see that the things

he says aloud are for a laugh.

Alojz Kavaš.
The handsome one.
An interesting person.

He’s all right too.
He jokes with us sometimes.

He cares about us,

and we care about him.
He’s part of this community.

I think it accepted him also

as a social and ecological innovator,

as someone who brings new views,

new impulses.

As long as I’m around,
I’ll speak about this.
If I’m heard, then it’s okay.
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